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"Six days ahalt thou labor, and do all thy work. And
the seventh day is the Sahbath to Jehovah Thy God."

We read that this sipnifies, "The comhtat which nro-
ceeds and prensres for this merrisge," and then, "the
good implanted and thus the marriage." (4.C, 888L)

To lahor and do all thy work, signifies "to do those
things which are necessary to life. here those things
which are necessary to spiritual 1life, thet is to life in
heaven. Moreover bv the combat which nreceeds. ané nre-
pares for the celestlal marriage, is meant sriritusl com-
bat or temptation: for before he enters into the neles-
tial merriage,; that is, hefore he is regenerated, the man
is in the combat against the evil and false thinegs in
himself, because these must be removed before thet rue and
the good which are from the Lord can enter. These evil anc
false things are removed by the true thinecs of faith, “ror
by means of these the man not only learns what good is, but
is also led to good. This is the first state of s man who
is being regenerated, and is called a state which rroceeds,
and prepares for the celestial merriase.” (A,C,8888),

To do those things which are necessary for sniritual
life, thus for the celestial marrisge men's life must be
changed snd this change can only take mnlace by means of the
trues of falth, for as we read, "by means of the trues of
faith men not only learns what good is, hut is also led
to good.® The first thing therefore necessary, is to ac-
knwledege and helieve that man from himself or from his owWn
percention or from his common sense does not know what gcocd
is, nor can he lead himself into genuine good, but he must
be led bty the Lord by means of the true things of faith,

To come to this acknowledgement and belief is not as easy
as it mieht at first annear, for there are manyv things witkh
man which annear good, and which he can readlily confirm as
being good, which have not been formed in him bv the t rues
of faith, but out of netural affections. A man can then
confirm these arnarent goods hyv many thines in the letter
of the Word, including the letter of the Third Testament
which he missannlies; and when he has so missannlied them,
he thinks they are trues of faith., It is only, when a man
has lost trust and confidence in his own nercention, in his
own intuition, even in his own common sense, and esvecially
in his own good and kind feelings that he can really look
to the trues of faith to teach him what good is and to lead
him to it. It is only when man has come to this self ac-
knowledgement of beine from himself in what ig evil and
false, that the six davs of labor anéd work, can commence

to prepare him for the celestial marriage, Before this man
does not see any thine, but the most external and super -
ficial evil and false thines, in himself; he is cuite sure
that his intentions or ends are good, wherefore he is in nc
spiritusl comhat or temntation, thet is he is not in the
rreperation for the celestial marriape.
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As we read, "Eefore he is regenerated the man is in
combat against the evil and false things in himself, be-
cause these must be removed Ffirst hefore the true and go od
which sre from the Lord can he receivad.” Rut a men cannos
enter this comhat until he nermits the tfue of Ffaith to
show him whet the genuine good is, and he will not permit
the true of faith to show him this, as lone @s he trusts
in his own nercention, his own intuition, or his owvn common
sense, as to what good really is. Wherefore when & man
acknowledges that what anrears to him, from himself, to be
good and true, is not genuinely eood ané true, then the
comhet commences; for man's own things fight back and re-

fuse to pive up. There is therefore a lone combat be-
tween the internal men, in which are the t rues of faith,
and the external man, in which are the false aprearances

of the pood and true, until one or the other pgains the vic-
tory; and in fact, this combat is waged throueh six differ-
ent states, in which the nlane of the combat becomes dis-
cretely more and more interior, interior until finally man
1s prenared and enters the celestial marriage in which
there is neace, or the rest of the Sabbath day.

In the words: "Six days thou shalt lsbhor and do all
thy work," the 1little word "all" is Important; for if gll
the work is not done the work is not comnleted, and S
being not fully nrenared, one would from a longing for
peace and rest try to enter the marriase from oneself, one
would be received, a s the Lord Himself described, as
follows: "And when the king ceme in to see the guests,
he saw there a man which had not on s wedding earment; And
he said unto him, Friend, how comest thou in hither not
having a wedding parment? and he was speachless,., Then
said the king to the servants, Find him hand and foot,
and teke him away, and cast him into outer darkness, there
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth,” (Matt, 2a i 012)

The number in the Arcans Coelestia treatine of the
text today continues: = :

"But when the man is in rfood and is led bv the Lord
through eood, he is then in the celestial marriage, thus
in heaven, for the celestial marriage is heaven. The form-
er state in what is signified by the six days which nroceed
the seventh day, and the latter state by the seventh day,"

When we read the words, "When the man is in good, and
is led by the Lord throueh good,” we are at first lightly,
ant to take it for granted that we know what good is, be-
cause we so often speak of cood. Rut, if what has been
said is considered, it mav be realized that good, es used
in the number we are considering, is totally unknown in the
world and is very little known in the Church; for the good
here spoken of is the good which is given to mesn when he
has totally given un his own idea of what is good and has
permitted the Lord to teach him, by mesns of the true of
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faith, what good is, and has nermitted the ILord to lead
him to such good. Wherefore good is a word not tobe
spoken lightly, but with holy fear; for if we use the wora
"good™ lightly we are like the one who ceme to the Lord ,
of whom it is written: %And, behold one came and said
unto Him, Good Master, What good thing shall I do, that

I may have eternsl life? And He said unto him, why call-
est thou Me good? there is none good but one, God: but
if thou wilt enter into life keen the commandmentsS.......
The young man seith unto him, All these things have T
kept from my youth up; what lack I vet? Jesus said unto
him, If thou wilt be nerfect, go and sell that thou hast,
and give unto the noor, and thou shalt have treasure in
heaven: and come and follow Me.

But when the young man heard that saying, he went
away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.® (Matt.l1l9-
16-22),

Here the Lord first taught what good was, namely,
none but God, and that which is of God. And that all the
keeping of the commandments is not genuine good unless
man gives up one€s own, particularly ones own idea of & od,
which alwayvs has merit in it.

How often even in the Church, we hear peonle sneak
of someone, as being good, or other things are said which
implies that a man or woman is pood, without the judge-
ment which comes out of the trues of faith which alone
can teach what good is, and which cen therefore meke mani-
fest as to who is in good. None are in good who have not
given un their own life, with its loves and affections,
and, having overcome, have been given good bv the Lord,
and who are then led by the Lord through good.

As nome can know from themselves what is good, or
what good is, still less cen they know from themselves
who is in good. All judement belongs to the Son of Man
that is to the genuine Doctrine of the Church out of the
Word, end this judement is sometimes manifest by the Lord
to those who are prenared to receive it, From no other |
source can & men obey the command of the Lord to “Judge
just judgment.” From this it can be seen how important |
it 1s for the Church to be in genuine Doctrine, for amart
from genuine Doctrine there is no order, and where there’
is no order the Church cannot be led to genuine peace,
which is the Sabbath of rest,

There are two states, in the first state man is led
by means of the trues of faith to good, this state is
represented by the six days of labor end work, in it man
has not, as yet, come to tranquility end rest, the second
state is present when men is in good anc¢ from good sees
the true. This is a state of peace =nd rest and is called
the Sebbath, Rut in order for the state to be genuine,
the good must be genuine, ané the good cannot be genuine
unless man has left his own idea of good an¢ has been
taught what genuine good is, and has been led to it by
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the genuine trues of faith. When a man has been led to
genuine good he must not return into his former stste and
view the good from the true, but must remain in the gpod,
and in the true of the good.

Before regeneration a man acts from apparent good
according to the anparent true, But more and more the
apparent good becomes less genuine, and the anparent true
more falacious until these would lead him to destruction;
a man in this state, if he is to be regenerated, is given
genuine true. If he loves the genuine true, he lets the
true teach, and then, lead him away from his former appar -
ent good, and also away from evil, into genuine good; in
this state the true must be in the first place for it must
lead, nor in this state, may he let his feeling of what
is good lead him or he is lost. When a man has been
taught and led to genuine good by the true and has come
into this good; then good again rules, but noWw it is not
apparent, but genuine good, When a man is in good not
genuine, he may quote from the Word or may confirm him-
self in his unregenerste state by many passages in the
Word which speak of good or of charity, being in the first
place, but in doing this he falsifies the lord.

In the number, in explication of today's text, a
serles of numbers are given treating of this subject , from
which we quote the following:

"And no one shall go out of the door of the house,
That this signifies that they shall abide steadfast in
good, which must not be regarded from the true. From the
true to look to good is to look from what is externsl to
what is internal; but from good to look to the true is to
look from what is internal to what is external, for good
is interior and the true is exterior. From the good to
look to the true is according to order, for all the in-
flux is through interiors to exteriors; whereas from the
true to look to good is not according to order; and there-
fore when a man is being regenerated, the order is invertec
and the good of charity is regarded in the first nlace,
and the t rue of faith in the second,” (A.C.7923).

"Before regeneration man acts from the true, but
through it good is scquired; for the true becomes good
with him when it becomes of his will, and thus of his
life; but after regeneration he acts from the po00d, and
through it, trues are procured. To make this still clear-
er. Before regeneration man ascts from obedience; but
after regeneration from affection. These two states are
inverse to each other; for in the former state the true
rules, but in the latter the good rules. When a men is
in the latter state, thet is when he ascts from gaffection,
he is no longer sllowed to look back, and do the good from
the true, for at that time the Lord flows into the pood
with him, and leads him by means of the sood. IFf st that
time he were to look back, or were to do the pood from the
true, he would act from his proprium; for he who acts from
the true leads himself, where he who acts from good is
led by the Lord." (A.C.8505),
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"S5ix days ye shall gather it. That this signifies
the reception of the true before it is being conjoined
with good; in this state men is lead into temptations,
which are combats with the evils and false things in him;
and then the Lord fights for the men and also ith him,
But after this state there is a state of the conjunction
of the ¢ood and the true, thus at that time there is a
state of rest, for the Lord also. This state of rest is
what is represented by the rest on the seventh day, or
day of the Sabbath, That the TLord then has rest, is be-
cause when the good has been conjoined with the true, the
men is in the Lord, end is led by the Lord without labor
or combat." (A.C, 8506).

"Everyone ought to be led to Christian good, vhich
is celled charity, throvgh the true of faith; for the
true of faith will teach not only what cherity is, but
glso what its nature must be; and unless he learns this
first from the Doctrine of his Church (for he cennot
possibly know it from himself), he cannot be prensred and
adanted to receive this €008 ,s40ees Man cannot be led
to Christian good excent through the trues which are of
faith, A men must know Ffurther that trues do not of
themselves enter into good, but thst good adonts the
trues.and . .adjoins them, toiitsel?,,.i:.  Wheh a man has
been regenerated he acts from good, but not from the
true; that is he is led by the Lord by means of sood and
no loneer by meens of the true," (A.C, 8516)

"Before regeneration all good is procured by means
of the true, but after regenerstion msn is led by the
Lord by meens of good; the Former stete is signified by
the six days which proceed the seventh, end the latter
state by the seventh or sabbath Qe sy - Man S oube
side of heaven so long as he acts from the true; and he
comes into heaven when he acts from the good, for he is
then actuated by the Loréd accordine to the order of heav-
en It AS O 85361

The series of numhers then continues in reference
to Jethro snd Moses, but as these numbers have already
been considered, we will not quote further except the
following: Perception from heaven is not given excent
with those who are in the love of the true from the good:
and not even then unless they are in the love of the true
from genuine good,” (A.C, 8685)

"And the seventh day is the sabbeth of Jehoveh thy
God. That this signifies good imnlanted ané thus the
marrisge,¢......thus the good implented by means of the
trues, and afterwards formed by them; for the good with
man is not s»iritual good until it has been formed by
trues; 2nd when it has been so formed, there is then the
celestial marriege; for this is the conjunction of the
good and the true, end is heaven itself with men. From
this slso it is that the seventh day signifies a holy
states™ (A.C.8889),
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It is to be observed that this commandment like &rl
the rest is immedietely addressed to the epiritual Churel=
for in the introduction to the Ten Commandments it is said:
Tn this chapter the subject treeted of in the internal
sense 1s ths trues Divine which are to be implented in the
good with those who are of the Lord's spiritusl Canrch,
The Ten Commandments of the Decalopgue are these trues,”
(A.C.8859) Thus the sabbath, treated of directly, is the
Sabbath of the spiritual Church, and not the Sabbath of
the celestial Church. This is also evident from the fact
that it was the Children of Isrsel, while in the wilder-
ness, who were heing acdressed, as well as from many other
considerations, Thus the good from which they act from
the Lord on the sabhath day is spiritual good, and is not
celestial good, for in the preceeding chanter they were
repeatedly warned that if they aprroasched celestial geo od
they would lose their spiritual life. Thus it was the
good which wes formed in the intellectual by meesns of the
true of faith,

It is this good which we must enter, and which, when
we are in it, we must not violate in any manner by going
back, and acting out of the true. This is true of us in
the present state insrite of the fact that the New Church
in the broader series, from beginning to end, is a celes-
tial Church, and has a celestial quality. In the present
state, this celestial quality can only be seen from the
side of the Lord; from the side of the man of the Church,
in the present state, he must enter into spirituel good,
and keep this good inviolate, When he does this he is in
the rest of the sevehth day. ' It is true thet in the in-
most series the Sabbath refers to the man who has become
celestial, but this is a series which it would not be in
order to enter upon now; for the present, we must remain
in the series nearest to the letter of the Arcene Coeles-
tia, which treats of the Sabbath in relation to the man
of the.gpiritusl Chureh,.  To fail to do» this would be to
g0 up into Mount Sinai and die, that is to enter the celes-
tial out of self confidence, and thereby lose our snirit-
uel 1ife . '

In each heaven there is an inmost degree, which is
innocence, and which mekes the celestial degree of that
heaven, Here, therefore where the spiritual Church is
being addressed, the Sabbath is the celestisl of innocence
of the spiritual Church end the man of the spiritusl Churcl
which is ever to be kept in mind, which is to be entered
into end which is not to be violated in eny manner. And
because it is the celestial of the spiritual hesven and
the spirituel Church it is called the celestial marriage.
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Let us pray that the Sabbath may become a spiritual
reality to us, which we will keen inviolate. Then there
will be peace in the Church ané in the man of the Church,

. for the Lord Who is present in genuine good will reign and
in Him end from Him is all the neace and rest which is eter-
nal,

"Peace I leave with you, My neace I give unto you:

‘Mot as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your
heart be troubled,  Neither let it be afraid.” (Jobn 1h:27)
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